NMPPA
SUMMER CONFERENCE

LAS CRUCES, NM 

JULY 21, 22, 2008

BOARD MEETING MINUTES

PRESENT:

Dotty McKinney, President

Kathy Sanchez, Vice President

Joann Schmaltz, Procurement Liaison Chair

Casandra Cano, Education and Professional Development Chair
Audrey Torres, In-State Certification Chair

Kathy Mattison, Programs Chair
Myrna Garcia, Budget & Finance Chair

Mike Vinyard, State Purchasing Director/Honorary Board Member

The meeting was called to order at 4:40 PM on July 21, 2008.  It was noted by the president that those present did not constitute a quorum for voting purposes.

There was no old business discussed.  

Under new business, Dotty discussed the NMPPA By-Laws.  It has been determined that they need to be changed to include the In-State Certification Chair.  The two-year Board term was also discussed, and the possibility that a completely new Board could be elected, leaving a big gap in the take-over/continuation of work in each position.  Dotty proposed putting together a “Policies & Procedures” manual for each position that can be handed down, improved, etc., with each new Board to ease these transitions and keep NMPPA running smoothly.  It was suggested that a special Board meeting should be scheduled to discuss these issues.  The tentative date set was September 12, 2008 in Albuquerque, NM.  Dotty stated that she would confirm the date and time with Board members that weren’t present in Las Cruces, and notify everyone of the final meeting place/time and date.  
The In-State Certification classes were discussed, and the importance of developing good, written curriculum that we can train with, and that people can test on.  At this point, most of the In-State Certification class material is a PowerPoint presentation, with no written manuals or text, or tests.  Providing meaningful training and classes with good materials is an ongoing concern that the Board agreed must be worked on.

Audrey Torres stated she is surveying members as to what kinds of classes they need or would like to have.  Kathy Sanchez noted that the people in the Overview of The Procurement Code class that Ron Jones presented, asked for a very in-depth review of the Code, reviewing each and every statute that is relevant to their particular agency, such as counties, municipalities, state government, and education.  At Kathy Sanchez’ suggestion, it was decided that this type of Procurement Code class would be presented in Taos, where participants are broken into groups with a group leader that is knowledgeable in that particular type of organization.  
Kathy Mattison updated us on plans for the Fall Conference in Taos, NM on October 8, 9, and 10th.  She also discussed possible speakers and presenters.  Dotty volunteered to present the Construction class again in Taos, to give participants a choice, and to hopefully draw more registrations.

Kathy Sanchez and Dotty McKinney discussed their trip to NIGP Forum, and the Chapter Symposium held to help chapters.  Some of the topics discussed were ideas for recruiting new members, using websites such as Face Book to get the word out about your chapter and government purchasing, working with budgets, and other chapter business.

Dotty then asked those present to discuss their Board Report for the general membership presentation for Friday.  

The meeting was adjourned at 5:30 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Dotty McKinney, CPPB

President

(recording minutes for Tina Torres who was not present).

